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Today you will be exploring the world of Water Quality.  We all need water to live and testing to see if it is clean and healthy is important to all living things. Go to the web site below to start your exploration.  Read the pages listed to find the information you need.

http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/education/kids/watermonitoring/index.html
INTRODUCTION:
1. Can you tell the quality or cleanliness of water just by looking at it? Explain.

The Importance of Water Monitoring:

2. Every _________ ________ needs water to survive.

3. List 4 things humans use water for.


1.


2.


3.


4.

4. Monitoring the quality of surface water will help protect waterways from __________.

5. Why can water quality be difficult to measure?

6. Does water quality only affect human beings? Explain.

About Water Quality:
7. On average what percent of water is listed as IMPAIRED?

8. Look at the pie graphs.  Why do you think that rivers and streams are less IMPAIRED than lakes and estuaries?

9. What are estuaries?  

10. Where can sources of pollution in Tampa Bay come from?

11. What is a watershed?

12. List the three major types of pollutants that affect water quality.


1. 


2.


3.

13. Why is it so bad when extra nutrients get into the water?

Measuring Water Quality:
14. What types of instruments do scientists use to determine water quality?

15. Describe what a secchi disk looks like.

16. Which two factors can temperature affect in plants and animals?

17. How does an increase in temperature affect the amount of oxygen in the water?

18. What types of organisms like to live in warm water?

19. Why is it important to test Dissolved Oxygen (DO)?

20. What is organic debris and why does it change the DO concentration?

21. What does pH stand for?

22. What should the pH of water be?

23. Explain what turbidity is?
24. What climatic factors can affect the tests?
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